Guidelines for Writing Effective Blog Posts
Style

1. Use enticing titles. 
· Titles must be very descriptive and preview the content and perspective to be argued in the post. 
2. Use a conversational tone.
·  Write as if you're directly talking to your audience. 
3. Make your post easy to scan.
· Be concise in your writing. Make sentences and paragraphs short and to the point. 
· Use subheadings for paragraphs or lists when appropriate.  
4. Link to other sites.
· Support your post with links to other relevant web pages or sources to give your audience more opportunity to explore the topic.
Content
1. Choose a relevant and thought-provoking topic. 
· Choose topics that can be related to an issue of current interest.

· Think of your readers. Consider their needs and interests when choosing the topic of your post. 
2. Make your opinion known.
· Stay on topic and don’t deviate far from your main point, and be up front about it. Balance that perspective by recognizing other views. 

· It's very important that your first couple of sentences be particularly compelling. This may be a good place to ask compelling questions or challenge common beliefs to engage the audience (especially for the scanners out there).

· Inject yourself into your writing. Blogs are not the place for academic objectivity, which often makes for dull, dry prose.  Write with a perspective and personality. 
3. Encourage audience participation. 

· Ask thought provoking or controversial questions, invite comments, and/ or end with a call to action. 
Sources

How to Write an Academic Blog:  http://thoughtcapital.wordpress.com/2007/03/11/how-to-write-an-academic-blog/ 

Guidelines to Writing Effective Blog Posts: http://ezinearticles.com/?Blog-Posts---Guidelines-to-Writing-Effective-Blog-Posts&id=3538082 

Blog Writing Guidelines: http://www.ceoblogwatch.com/2007/07/18/blog-writing-guidelines/   

